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Introduction

Planning for Landscape Change is aimed primarily at planning officers in the Staffordshire
and Stoke-on-Trent Structure Plan area, and at developers and others who need to be
informed about policy and practice for the conservation, enhancement and regeneration of
the rural landscapes of the Plan area.  It may also prove to be of value in a wider context, as
a means of informing other decisions relating to land use and land management.

The full Supplementary Planning comprises:

h this Introduction and User’s Guide (Vol. 1);

h an explanation of the method used to generate the maps and landscape descriptions
that follow (Vol. 2);

h a map showing the distribution of a number of distinct types of landscape that are
found within the Structure Plan area (Appendix 1);

h a series of detailed descriptions of the character of those landscapes (Vol. 3);

h a map showing the areas to which landscape policy objectives, described below,
apply (Appendix 1);

h an appendix (Vol. 2) indicating the areas that are preferred for targeting resources for
woodland initiatives, including new planting and management.

Planning for Landscape Change draws on government guidance on development plan
policies for the conservation and enhancement of landscape character and quality, and on
work undertaken by the former Countryside Commission and English Nature to map and
describe the landscape character of England.  It has been published having regard to the
views of the Panel appointed to conduct an Examination in Public of the Staffordshire and
Stoke on Trent Structure Plan 1996 – 2011.  The Panel’s report, published in December
1999 stated that:

“…it seems inevitable to us that a substantial amount of information needs to be
published by SCC [Staffordshire County Council] to explain the meaning of the defined
landscape policy areas.  What this documentation is called seems secondary to its
importance in raising awareness of the approach.  However, we see every advantage in
it being subject to a full consultation exercise and then being adopted as SPG
[Supplementary Planning Guidance].”

That consultation exercise was carried out during the autumn of 2000, and this adopted
Guidance incorporates changes made as a result of representations.  However, some
comments on the details of the landscape descriptions in Volume 3 will only become
available after the Guidance has been in use for some time.  To take account of this, the
County Council invites such comments from users, and will incorporate any further changes,
based on them, in a revised version of this Guidance to be published in due course.  Any
such comments should be addressed to the Corporate Director (Development Services),
Staffordshire County Council, Riverway, Stafford  ST16 3TJ, for the attention of Steve Potter,
Head of Environmental Planning.
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A strategy based on landscape character

2.1 In the mid-1990s the former Countryside Commission recognised the need to build
on a developing trend of looking wider in its strategic thinking than the areas of
landscape with special qualities, such as National Parks and Areas of Outstanding
Natural Beauty, which it had originally been charged with protecting.  It needed to
develop policies for the whole countryside, and as a basis for that process it needed
a consistent analysis of the character of the landscapes of England.  As no such
analysis existed it commissioned, in partnership with English Nature and with help
from English Heritage, a project that came to be called the Character of England
project.  The first output was a map which divides England into 181 discrete
Regional Character Areas (RCAs) based on the interaction at a regional scale
between the physiographic elements of landscapes and the patterns of land use and
settlement characteristic of them.  Written summaries of the character of each of
these areas were also published.  Some of the Character Areas are already familiar
because of their distinctiveness, e.g. Dartmoor, the Cotswolds, the Dark Peak and
the White Peak, but others including some in Staffordshire are less familiar because
their character is subtle and less easily defined.  Nine Character Areas fall wholly or
partly within the Staffordshire and Stoke on Trent Structure Plan Area.

2.2 A process of decision making that builds on this work, and is based on an
understanding of landscape character and of the natural, historic and aesthetic
factors that in combination create local distinctiveness, has come to be known as the
character approach.  It stands in contrast to the more traditional approach, which
sought to identify those landscapes of the greatest scenic value or natural beauty,
and to apply more restrictive planning policies within them, as a means of protecting
their special qualities.  At the national level this has led to the statutory designation of
National Parks and Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty, and locally to non-statutory
designation, in development plans, of landscapes termed variously as Special
Landscape Areas, Areas of Great Landscape Value, etc.  The Staffordshire Structure
Plan, 1986 – 2001 and the Local Plans building on it contained policies for the
protection of Special Landscape Areas.

2.3 Planning Policy Guidance note 7, The Countryside - Environmental Quality and
Economic and Social Development (published by the Department of the Environment
in 1997), requires a fundamental reassessment of local countryside designations.
The guidance indicates that designations should only be maintained or extended
where there is good reason to believe that normal planning policies cannot provide
the necessary protection. It also commends the character approach, which ‘identifies
the unique character of different areas of the countryside without making judgements
about their relative worth’ as a means of accommodating change without sacrificing
landscape character.  But how is an understanding of local character and
distinctiveness to be acquired and propagated?  Will every planning officer and
developer have to be trained in techniques of landscape assessment, to enable them
to analyse local character on a case-by-case basis?  The Countryside Agency’s
Countryside Character volume for the West Midlands, published in July 1999, is
helpful in this respect, but it describes character at a regional level, using mapping
units that average about 280 square miles in area.  It is very difficult to use this
broad-brush information as a means of informing planning decisions.

2.4 To overcome this difficulty the analysis of landscape character in the Structure Plan
area has been taken to a more detailed level, through a comprehensive assessment
of landscape character. The boundaries of the Character Areas which were broadly
delineated on the Character of England map have been more precisely defined, and
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the descriptions of landscape character have been taken to a finer grain, with the
mapping and description of 22 landscape character types (LCTs). These
descriptions make up the greater part of the Supplementary Planning Guidance to
the Structure Plan.

2.5 No judgements about the relative worth of such landscape types have been
made, but the approach does acknowledge that any given landscape type will
be represented by some areas in which the underlying landscape character is
strongly expressed and the constituent elements are in good condition, and
other areas where this is not the case.  Landscape quality can be defined in
these terms: it is quite distinct from scenic beauty, but it is strongly linked to
character.  It is essentially an indicator of how clearly that character is
expressed, and of how the state of repair of landscape elements contributes
to an overall impression of an intact and unified landscape.  Landscape
quality can be assessed with respect to the following factors:

i) the presence or absence of landscape elements which have had some
permanence over time, and which are characteristic features of that
landscape type;

ii) the presence or absence of relatively novel features which are incongruous in
that landscape type;

iii) the condition of landscape features, and the likelihood of their continuing
survival as functional landscape elements;

iv) the extent to which the landscape exhibits a clear and consistent pattern of
components resulting from a particular course of historical development;

v) the continuity or ‘time depth’ of the landscape, which is a function of the
length of time since the last major change of land use that contributed
significantly to current landscape character;

vi) the extent of survival of semi-natural habitat that is characteristic of the
landscape type.

2.6 The assessment of landscape quality, as defined above, has led to the mapping of
landscape policy objective zones (Map 1).  Those areas of the highest quality fall
within the zones in which ‘active landscape conservation’ is the objective, and those
of the lowest quality in the ‘innovative landscape regeneration’ zones.  See the box
on page 8 for more details.

2.7 These factors also contribute to landscape sensitivity, along with the landscape’s
general visibility and its tranquillity, which is a function of its isolation from factors
contributing to visual or noise intrusion.  The landscapes which are most sensitive to
the impacts of development or land use change may justify more restrictive Local
Plan development control policies than those of lower sensitivity.
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1.  Introduction 
1.1. White Consultants were appointed in October 2015 to undertake landscape 

sensitivity assessment for areas potentially accommodating employment sites in 
South Staffordshire District. The project offers an important opportunity to 
protect the most sensitive landscapes whilst identifying where development may 
be accommodated.  

1.2. The brief states that the study is to ‘produce a landscape sensitivity analysis of 
the land parcels which are under consideration to accommodate the expansion 
of the four strategic employment sites at i54, ROF Featherstone, Hilton Cross 
and Four Ashes. This analysis will form part of Local Plan evidence base and the 
findings should be set out in a report accompanied by maps clearly showing the 
relative sensitivity of accommodating the proposed development type on each 
of the identified sites.’ 

1.3. A previous landscape sensitivity assessment for potential housing sites has been 
carried out and published separately.  This worked within the published county 
landscape character assessment undertaken by Staffordshire County Council. 
This has been updated by a study in the last couple of years which has refined 
the landscape description units and the derived landscape character types. The 
updated version, though not currently widely available, is used as the context to 
this assessment as it is expected to become the preferred basis for landscape 
studies in the area in the future. 

1.4. The land description units (LDUs) around existing developments act as the 
context for the study. Within these broadly defined areas land cover parcels 
(LCPs) for assessment have been defined. Information on each LCP has been set 
out in a summary matrix using a range of information sources.  

1.5. The report is divided into two parts. In Part A we discuss the method (2.0) and 
briefly set out a summary of sensitivity findings (3.0). The sensitivity 
assessments for each identified LCP are set out in Part B in alphabetical area 
order.  



 Final Report                                                                   Landscape Sensitivity Study for South Staffordshire District Council 

White Consultants                    9          Final/4/12/15

3. Summary of sensitivity findings and conclusions 
3.1. Overall, the study has found that there is capacity for employment around each 

of the areas defined in the site allocations document. 

3.2. Areas of higher sensitivity have tended to be those with strong positive and rural 
character, those in open countryside not closely associated with existing 
employment development, areas on rising slopes and skylines, areas acting as 
part of a wider green corridor between development, areas acting as context or 
setting to listed buildings or canals, and floodplain corridors. There is a need to 
protect and maintain green fingers of open space penetrating into settlements 
to maintain the quality of life for residents and those areas that act as 
recreational and wildlife corridors.  

3.3. Some development edges present an unattractive boundary with the 
countryside. In these cases, and combined with where the landscape itself has 
lower sensitivity, the opportunity is taken to note the potential for 
development. This is with the proviso that the development itself will present a 
positive edge with significant planting in order to integrate and enhance the 
landscape. This is best achieved by a design or development brief including 
landscape, nature conservation and urban design objectives.  

3.4. The landscape sensitivities of each LCP to each development type are 
summarised in Table 1 and are shown in the summary Figure 1.  

3.5. In summary, there is: 

Four medium/low landscape sensitivity LCPs in the i54 and ROF 
Featherstone areas.  

Six medium landscape sensitivity LCPs in the i54, Four Ashes and ROF 
Featherstone areas. 

Five high/medium landscape sensitivity LCPs in the Four Ashes, Hilton 
Cross and ROF Featherstone areas. 

Six high landscape sensitivity LCPs in the Four Ashes and Hilton Cross 
areas. 

3.6. It is recommended that these findings are taken into consideration in the 
preparation of the final Site Allocations Document and allocation of sites for 
employment development.  
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Table 1 Landscape Sensitivity summary 

Development Area Reference Employment development sensitivity 
Bilbrook/i54 South 
Staffordshire BKE01 Medium/low 

Bilbrook/i54 South 
Staffordshire BKE02 Medium/low 

Bilbrook/i54 South 
Staffordshire BKE03 Medium 

Four Ashes FAE01 High/medium 

Four Ashes FAE02 Medium 

Four Ashes FAE03 Medium 

Four Ashes FAE04 Medium 

Four Ashes FAE05 High 

Four Ashes FAE06 High 

Four Ashes FAE07 High 

Four Ashes FAE08 High 

Four Ashes FAE09 Medium 

Hilton Cross HCE01 High/medium 

Hilton Cross HCE02 High 

Hilton Cross HCE03 High 

Hilton Cross HCE04 High/medium 

ROF Featherstone RFE01 High/medium 

ROF Featherstone RFE02 High/medium 

ROF Featherstone RFE03 Medium 

ROF Featherstone RFE04 Medium/low 

ROF Featherstone RFE05 Medium/low 
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FIGURE 
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PART B 
LAND COVER PARCEL SENSITIVITY ASSESSMENTS 
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4.  Explanation of sensitivity assessment forms  
4.1. The sensitivity of each LCP is set out on the following pages. This is structured 

into summaries using full prose and then supporting desk study and site 
assessment information which is in note form for directness and brevity. The 
purpose of each section is set out below.  

Summary Description and Landscape Sensitivity  

4.2. This section summarises a description of the LCP and evaluates and justifies its 
overall landscape sensitivity to employment development.  

Landscape character  

4.3. This section sets out the landscape character context for the LCP. It sets out the 
description and key characteristics of the landscape character type (LCT) in 
which the LCP lies. This is derived from the separate county study.  

Land cover parcels (LCPs) 

4.4. The LCP information relates to desk study information collated as part of the 
definition of each LCP. It includes its land use, field pattern [where relevant] 
and field size. 

Designations

4.5. Landscape/planning designations are listed in this section and comments made 
as to the specific features. Designations can indicate that the area is sensitive 
although Green Belt is not taken as a value designation. 

4.6. Biodiversity designations are listed in this section and comments made as to the 
specific features. Designations can indicate that the area is sensitive. 

4.7. Historic/archaeology designations are listed in this section and comments made 
as to the specific features. Designations can indicate that the area is sensitive. 

Characteristics

4.8. The broad characteristics of the landscape description unit (LDU) are briefly 
described- landform, which describes the topography, and landcover, which 
describes the uses of the area. Simple land use can indicate strong consistency 
of character of either positive or negative nature. Diversity can indicate a rich, 
varied landscape which might be affected adversely by large-scale development 
but in which sensitive small-scale development may be able to be 
accommodated.

4.9. The detailed patterns of the fields, trees, patch survival, ecological corridors 
and intensity of use record observations in the field.  They give an indication of 
the condition and function of elements of the landscape, contributing to 
intrinsic sensitivity.  

4.10. The presence of water is noted and commented upon. Water bodies such as 
streams or ponds can be sensitive and valuable features. 

Key views 

4.11. Key views are those views from publicly accessible places [which are used 
regularly or to enjoy scenic quality] towards features of interest. Generally, 
these are sensitive to change and development.  Any landmarks in the LCP or 
visible from the LCP are noted.  Any detractors, or unsightly features, are also 
noted.
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Intervisibility

4.12. The degree to which the LCP is visible to the surrounding area is noted through 
site observation i.e. a visit to the LCP. Any views of key features visible or key 
places within the LCP are also recorded. If the area has high intervisibility it is 
likely to be more sensitive to development than if it is hidden.  

Skyline

4.13. The prominence and importance of any skyline in the LCP is noted and its 
complexity described. Skylines are sensitive features as they are generally 
widely visible and any feature on them is brought out in relief against a light 
sky.  Varied skylines can be more attractive and valued although they may be 
able to accommodate small-scale change.  Simple skylines may be less attractive 
although maybe the more sensitive to any change as it may be more noticeable. 
As a general rule, all development should avoid breaking the skyline. 

Tranquillity 

4.14. Tranquillity is broken down into the noise sources within an area, the number of 
views of development and the presence of people. Views of development are 
defined by the amount that can be seen. The more and louder the noise sources, 
the less the tranquillity.  The more the views of development or the number of 
people, also the less the tranquillity. Tranquillity is a valuable commodity, 
particularly in areas accessible to larger settlements, and contributes to 
sensitivity. 

Functional relationship of area 

4.15. The relationship of the LCP with the adjacent settlement, if relevant, with the 
wider landscape and with an adjacent assessed LCP in terms of function is 
recorded. The function can range from land use such as agriculture through to 
the nature conservation function e.g. as a wildlife corridor. Some LCPs may be 
interdependent with others and change in one may affect all adversely. 

Visual relationship of area 

4.16. The relationship of the LCP with the adjacent settlement, if relevant, with the 
wider landscape and with an adjacent assessed LCP in terms of visual connection 
is recorded. Some areas can be important to the settlement in terms of 
providing a setting.  Other areas can provide a visual link out into the wider 
landscape. These links can be important and make an area more sensitive to 
change.

Are adjacent assessed areas mutually reliant? 

4.17. Some LCPs may be interdependent with others and change in one may affect all 
adversely. 

Settlement edge 

4.18. The age of the settlement or development edge is defined as either being pre- 
20th-century or more recent 20 to 21st century.  Often, where the older core of 
a settlement meets an open area it is likely to be more sensitive than a later 
development. The nature of the edge is recorded i.e. whether it is positive or 
negative and its form noted i.e. whether it is smooth, linear or indented.  The 
latter tends to be more attractive and is often symptomatic of an older edge. It 
can be more sensitive towards proposed development than a linear, bland edge 
or an edge with detractors. 
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Receptors and sensitivity 

4.19. Receptors are people in a variety of different situations who can experience 
views within an area and who may be affected by change or development. 
Receptors can include urban or rural residents, users of public footpaths, roads, 
rail or cycleways. Those residents within a settlement [even a small village] are 
classified as ‘urban’, while those outside the settlement are classified as ‘rural’ 
for simplicity. Some receptors are more sensitive than others. The same person 
driving a delivery van for work may be less sensitive to a view than when he or 
she is looking out of their living-room window or taking a walk in the 
countryside. The more the number of sensitive receptors in an area, the more 
sensitive the area will be to change or development. 

4.20. Potential for mitigation and improvement of settlement/development edge  

4.21. If an existing settlement/development edge has a number of detractors or a 
poor relationship with the adjacent landscape there may be opportunity for 
improvement.  This improvement can either take the form of mitigation such as 
woodland planting or screening.  It could also mean that further development 
may be desirable provided it was carried out in a sensitive manner and provided 
a positive edge itself. Where such opportunities exist a comment is made.  If no 
such opportunity exists, this is stated as a dash. 





Site: FAE01      Location: Four Ashes 

Summary description: 

A series of flat fields with pasture and a playing field to the south and larger more regular fields to 
the north. The hedges tend to trimmed with a few scattered trees to the north creating a degree of 
openness, with stronger lines of trees and outgrown hedges to the south increasing enclosure. The 
busy A449 dual carriageway, Stafford Road, runs on the western boundary with trimmed hedges 
and lighting and fairly strong avenue tree planting with gaps in the verge. The eastern boundary is 
the railway which lies at grade to the south and in cutting to the north as the land rises 
imperceptibly. This boundary forms a strong edge of trees, some evergreens, and hedges, 
although the industrial estate is exposed to viewing places. The settlement is concentrated to the 
south off Station Drive with a pub on the corner with the main road and playing field ne t to 
linear housing. A cottage lies on the main road. Beyond to the south lies Mixed  woodland and to 
the north the arable fields continue. To the west of the A449 there is similarly flat arable land with 
large scale woodlands associated with the historic Somerford Park and estate. The main receptors 
are users of the A449, sports ground, pub garden and residents to the south and on the main 
road. The tranquillity is limited by the road, railway and presence of settlement and industry 
nearby. The LCP lies in the Green Belt. 

Landscape sensitivity to employment development: High/medium 

Evaluation justification:

The sensitivity of the LCP lies in its openness, especially to the north, its rural character and its 
visibility to users of the A449. Residents and users of the sports ground to the south are sensitive. 
In the conte t of the wider area the arable part of this LCP reads as part of the landscape to the 
west, with the railway forming a strong boundary, and the A449 only filtering views. Within the 
LCP, the hedgerows and hedgerow trees are important elements in defining the landscape pattern. 
Employment uses would appear to be out of character and may impinge on Somerford Park’s wider 
setting.  

Landscape character

Settled Heathlands - a planned, Mixed  farming landscape associated with impoverished, sandy 
soils, where numerous heath names reflect the former Extent  of commons and heath. This is a 
gently rolling, low-lying landscape with a regular pattern of small and large hedged fields, straight 
roads with uniform verges and a densely dispersed pattern of roadside dwellings. Much of the area 
is fairly well wooded, with a scattering of hedgerow trees.  

Key characteristics 

Gently rolling lowland topography 

Glacial till with sands and gravels creating poor soils with a relic heathy 
character 

Mixed  farmland with extensive areas of grazing land and pony paddocks 

Discrete blocks of secondary Mixed  woodland 

Dispersed settlement pattern with numerous roadside dwellings  

Straight, planned enclosure highway network with uniform verges 

Numerous heath names reflecting presence of former commons 

Land cover parcels (LCPs) 

Land use: Farmland 

Field pattern: Planned enclosure 



Field size: Small-medium 

Designations 

Landscape/planning

Green Belt AONB        Amenity Greenspace         Ancient Woodland   TPO 

Biodiversity

SAC   SSSI   Local Wildlife Sites   LNRs   SBIs    BAS 

Historic

Cons. Area   SAMs   Historic Parks/Gardens 

Other 

Floodplain 

Characteristics 

Landform: Gently rolling vale 

Landcover: Secondary wooded farmland 

Field boundaries 

Type Hedgerows Hedgebanks Wet ditches  Estate fencing 
Species Thorn Elm Mixed   Ancient 
Condition Good  Poor Redundant  Relic 
Management Trimmed Overgrown Mixed  

Hedgerow trees 

Extent Dense Scattered Insignificant  None 
Age Mixed  Overmature Immature

Watercourse trees 

Extent Dense Scattered Insignificant  None 
Age Mixed  Overmature Immature

Field trees 

Extent Prominent Apparent Insignificant  None 
Age Mixed  Overmature Immature

Patch survival 

Extent Widespread Localised Relic 
Management Intense Traditional  Neglected 

Ecological corridors 

Condition Intact Declining Fragmented 

Intensity of use 

Impact High   Moderate Low



Water

Presence of water:     Pond Lake    Brook River 

Comments: field pond to the south 

Key views 

To settlement:   Y  N     From settlement:  Y  N

Landmarks:  none    Detractors: industrial estate chimneys  

Intervisibility 

Site observation:  High  Med.   Low   …to key features       …from key places 

Comments: visibility from the north and west and from A449, but in a flat landscape with trees 

Skyline

Prominence/importance: High  Med.  Low  N/A   Complexity: N/A 

Comments:     N/A 

Tranquillity 

Noise sources: AA49, railway 

Views of settlement: to the south and of chimney stacks to the east 

Presence of people: Frequent      Infrequent 

Summary:  High  Med.   Low 

Comments: the A449 and railway significantly reduce tranquillity 

Extent  of functional relationship 

With settlement: sports ground 

With wider landscape: possibly managed as part of wider unit 

With adjacent LCP: possibly managed as part of wider unit 

Comments: arable to the north possibly managed as part of wider unit with pasture to the south 

appearing to be managed on its own. 

Extent  of visual relationship 

With settlement: the southern fields only relate to the settlement 

With wider landscape: the arable land to the north relates to the wider landscape to the north and 

west but the southern part is more enclosed 

With adjacent LCP: some limited relationship to the north 

Comments: the arable land to the north relates to the wider landscape to the north and west but 
the southern part is more enclosed and relates to the settlement 

Mutual reliance with adjacent LCPs 

Visual  Functional 

Comments: the LCPs do not appear to be reliant on each other 



Settlement edge 

Pre 20thC.  20th-21stC.        

Nature of edge:     Positive    Negative Neutral  

Form of edge:          Smooth Linear Indented 

Comments: the residential settlement to the south is very discreet and the industrial estate to the 
east is only apparent through the chimney stacks 

Receptors and sensitivity 

Receptors Sensitivity 

Rural residents   High  Med.  Low 
Urban residents   High  Med.  Low 
Public Rights of Way         High   Med.  Low 
Roads/rail/cycleways    High  Med.  Low 
Canal High  Med.  Low 

Comments: residents to the south and west, users of the A449 and users of the sports ground and 
pub. 

Potential for mitigation and improvement of settlement edge 

Comments:

If the area was selected for development a strong Mixed  tree belt buffer would be needed to the 
west along the A449 to screen views from the wider landscape and to the north along Gravally 
Way.   



Site: FAE02      Location: Four Ashes 

Summary description: 

A very gently rolling landscape comprising of a series of rectilinear fields of arable to the north,   
pasture to the south with blocks of Mixed  plantation, secondary woodland and Calf Heath 
reservoir in the north eastern corner. The arable fields to the north have trimmed hedges and 
occasional trees and bound the straight A5 Watling Street Roman Road which has occasional 
settlement along the road, particularly at Gailey Wharf where the road crosses the Staffordshire 
and Worcestershire Canal. The buildings here are distinctive red brick and listed. The canal itself 
heads south through the well managed rural western part of the LCP forming the boundary to the 
south west. It appears to be well used with moorings around Gailey Wharf. The reservoir is 
enclosed by a secondary woodland edge to the east, which continues along the M6, and to the 
south but is open to the A5 to the north. This means that traffic noise is highly audible and traffic 
is also visible to the sailors. Further south west there are sand and gravel workings with an access 
road off the A5 and a power line. These workings further reduce tranquillity. The pastures and 
arable land to the south along the straight Vicarage Road ‘cut through’ are hedged with some  
hedgerow trees- mainly oaks. These deteriorate to fallow/rough grassland to the south west, close 
to the industrial estate. There is one farm here. The core of the LCP is formed by Calf Heath Wood 
plantation which appears dominated by conifers with deciduous tree edges to the north west and 
south east. These trees form a strong edge in views across the area. The main receptors are users 
of the canal, A5, reservoir and Vicarage Road, and scattered residents. The tranquillity is limited 
by the roads and presence of settlement the industrial estate nearby. The LCP lies in the Green 
Belt and the Canal Conservation Area runs through the area. 

Landscape sensitivity to employment development: Medium 

Evaluation justification:

The sensitivity of the LCP lies in the canal corridor, the openness to view from the A5, and better 
managed rural character to the north, and its visibility to users of the reservoir. The scattered 
residents are sensitive. Within the LCP, the hedgerows and hedgerow trees are important elements 
in defining the landscape pattern and Calf Heath Wood is a strong presence, especially when 
viewed from the north. However, it appears to have limited intrinsic biodiversity or historic value. 
The main opportunities for employment use appear to be to the south, preferably screened by the 
plantation.  

Landscape character

Settled Heathlands - a planned, Mixed  farming landscape associated with impoverished, sandy 
soils, where numerous heath names reflect the former Extent  of commons and heath. This is a 
gently rolling, low-lying landscape with a regular pattern of small and large hedged fields, straight 
roads with uniform verges and a densely dispersed pattern of roadside dwellings. Much of the area 
is fairly well wooded, with a scattering of hedgerow trees.  

Key characteristics 

Gently rolling lowland topography 

Glacial till with sands and gravels creating poor soils with a relic heathy 
character 

Mixed  farmland with extensive areas of grazing land and pony paddocks 

Discrete blocks of secondary Mixed  woodland 

Dispersed settlement pattern with numerous roadside dwellings  

Straight, planned enclosure highway network with uniform verges 

Numerous heath names reflecting presence of former commons 



Land cover parcels (LCPs) 

Land use: Farmland 

Field pattern: Planned enclosure 

Field size: Small-medium 

Designations 

Landscape/planning

Green Belt AONB        Amenity Greenspace         Ancient Woodland  TPO 

Biodiversity

SAC   SSSI   Local Wildlife Sites   LNRs   SBIs    BAS 

Historic

Cons. Area   SAMs   Historic Parks/Gardens 

Other 

Floodplain 

Characteristics 

Landform: Gently rolling vale 

Landcover: Secondary wooded farmland 

Field boundaries 

Type Hedgerows Hedgebanks Wet ditches  Estate fencing 
Species Thorn Elm Mixed   Ancient 
Condition Good  Poor Redundant  Relic 
Management Trimmed Overgrown Mixed  

Hedgerow trees 

Extent Dense Scattered Insignificant  None 
Age Mixed  Overmature Immature

Watercourse trees 

Extent Dense Scattered Insignificant  None 
Age Mixed  Overmature Immature

Field trees 

Extent Prominent Apparent Insignificant  None 
Age Mixed  Overmature Immature

Patch survival 

Extent Widespread Localised Relic 
Management Intense Traditional  Neglected 

Ecological corridors 

Condition Intact Declining Fragmented 



Intensity of use 

Impact High   Moderate Low

Water

Presence of water:     Pond Lake    Brook River 

Comments: Reservoir, canal 

Key views 

To settlement:   Y  N     From settlement:  Y  N

Landmarks:  none     

Detractors: industrial estate to the south west, gravel workings infrastructure, M6 (although 

not visible)  

Intervisibility 

Site observation:  High  Med.   Low   …to key features       …from key places 

Comments: visibility from the north from the A5, but in a flat landscape with trees 

Skyline

Prominence/importance: High  Med.  Low  N/A   Complexity: N/A 

Comments:     N/A 

Tranquillity 

Noise sources: M6, A5, railway 

Views of settlement: industrial estate to the south west 

Presence of people: Frequent      Infrequent 

Summary:  High  Med.   Low 

Comments: the M6, A5 and railway, along with the industrial estate significantly reduce tranquillity 

Extent  of functional relationship 

With settlement: none 

With wider landscape: possibly managed as part of wider unit 

With adjacent LCP: possibly managed as part of wider unit 

Comments: arable to the north possibly managed as part of wider unit with pasture/arable to the 

south appearing to be managed on its own. 

Extent  of visual relationship 

With settlement: none 

With wider landscape: the arable land to the north relates to the wider landscape to the north and 

west but the southern part is more enclosed and relates to the pastures to the south 



With adjacent LCP: some limited relationship to the north and south 

Comments: the arable land to the north relates to the wider landscape to the north and west and 
the southern part relates to the pastures to the south 

Mutual reliance with adjacent LCPs 

Visual  Functional 

Comments: the LCPs are not reliant on each other 

Settlement edge 

Pre 20thC.  20th-21stC.        

Nature of edge:     Positive    Negative Neutral  

Form of edge:          Smooth Linear Indented 

Comments: the industrial estate to the south west is apparent and detractive 

Receptors and sensitivity 

Receptors Sensitivity 

Rural residents   High  Med.  Low 
Urban residents   High  Med.  Low 
Public Rights of Way         High   Med.  Low 
Roads/rail/cycleways    High  Med.  Low 
Canal High  Med.  Low 

Comments: canal users are the most sensitive receptors but also rural residents. Users of the A5 
and Vicarage Road also have views in.  

Potential for mitigation and improvement of settlement edge 

Comments:

If the area was selected for development care would be needed to avoid or mitigate impacts on 
the canal corridor and its users, and on the broad strip of landscape to the north south of the A5, 
including the reservoir and its users. It would be desirable to maintain parts of the Calf Heath 
Wood plantation to act as a screen and buffer, as well as a strong landscape element. Hedgerow 
trees, especially oaks should be maintained where possible.  



Site: FAE03      Location: Four Ashes 

Summary description: 

A relatively flat landscape comprising of a series of rectilinear fields of pasture with small blocks of 
secondary woodland and the Staffordshire and Worcestershire Canal on the southern boundary. 
The pasture is grazed by varied livestock including sheep and horses. The hedges are a mi  of 
trimmed and outgrown with gaps and fencing apparent.  Hedgerow oaks form an important 
component of the landscape and these with woodland in surrounding areas create a degree of 
enclosure. Some gates are in disrepair and there are informal structures for storage in the 
‘horsiculture’ fields. Settlement is limited to isolated dwellings on the roads such as the Straight 
Mile and small farms. The canal appears to be well used and well maintained and has a strong 
deciduous tree buffer between it and the area for the majority of its length. A power line is a 
detractor. The tranquillity of the area is reduced by noise from the nearby M6 to the north east, 
views of the adjacent industrial estate and Energy from Waste building to the south west and the 
urban fringe character of the area. The LCP lies in the Green Belt and the Canal Conservation Area 
runs along the southern boundary. 

Landscape sensitivity to employment development: Medium 

Evaluation justification:

The sensitivity of the LCP lies in the canal corridor, and the scattered dwellings. Within the LCP, 
the hedgerow trees are important elements in defining the landscape pattern and the canal trees 
belt is a strong southern boundary. The opportunities for employment use may be limited by 
residents and the canal environs should be avoided if possible.  

Landscape character

Settled Heathlands - a planned, Mixed  farming landscape associated with impoverished, sandy 
soils, where numerous heath names reflect the former Extent  of commons and heath. This is a 
gently rolling, low-lying landscape with a regular pattern of small and large hedged fields, straight 
roads with uniform verges and a densely dispersed pattern of roadside dwellings. Much of the area 
is fairly well wooded, with a scattering of hedgerow trees.  

Key characteristics 

Gently rolling lowland topography 

Glacial till with sands and gravels creating poor soils with a relic heathy 
character 

Mixed  farmland with extensive areas of grazing land and pony paddocks 

Discrete blocks of secondary Mixed  woodland 

Dispersed settlement pattern with numerous roadside dwellings  

Straight, planned enclosure highway network with uniform verges 

Numerous heath names reflecting presence of former commons 

Land cover parcels (LCPs) 

Land use: Farmland 

Field pattern: Planned enclosure 

Field size: Small-medium 

Designations 

Landscape/planning



Green Belt AONB        Amenity Greenspace         Ancient Woodland   TPO 

Biodiversity

SAC   SSSI   Local Wildlife Sites   LNRs   SBIs    BAS 

Historic

Cons. Area   SAMs   Historic Parks/Gardens 

Other 

Floodplain 

Characteristics 

Landform: Gently rolling vale 

Landcover: Secondary wooded farmland 

Field boundaries 

Type Hedgerows Hedgebanks Wet ditches  Estate fencing 
Species Thorn Elm Mixed   Ancient 
Condition Good  Poor Redundant  Relic 
Management Trimmed Overgrown Mixed  

Hedgerow trees 

Extent Dense Scattered Insignificant  None 
Age Mixed  Overmature Immature

Watercourse trees 

Extent Dense Scattered Insignificant  None 
Age Mixed  Overmature Immature

Field trees 

Extent Prominent Apparent Insignificant  None 
Age Mixed  Overmature Immature

Patch survival 

Extent Widespread Localised Relic 
Management Intense Traditional  Neglected 

Ecological corridors 

Condition Intact Declining Fragmented 

Intensity of use 

Impact High   Moderate Low

Water

Presence of water:     Pond Lake    Brook River 

Comments: Canal 



Key views 

To settlement:   Y  N     From settlement:  Y  N

Landmarks: None     Detractors: pylons, EWT to the south 

Intervisibility 

Site observation:  High  Med.  Low   …to key features       …from key places 

Comments: intervisibility is limited by flat terrain and tree cover 

Skyline

Prominence/importance: High  Med.  Low  N/A   Complexity:  

Comments: N/A 

Tranquillity 

Noise sources: M6 

Views of settlement: industrial estate to the south west 

Presence of people: Frequent  Infrequent 

Summary:  High  Med.   Low 

Comments: the M6, presence of chimneys and industrial estate and urban fringe character reduce 

tranquillity 

Extent  of functional relationship 

With settlement: none 

With wider landscape: parts to the north possibly managed as part of wider unit 

With adjacent LCP: parts to the north possibly managed as part of wider unit 

Comments: pastures to the north possibly managed as part of wider unit with pasture to the south 

appearing to be managed on its own. 

Extent  of visual relationship 

With settlement: none 

With wider landscape: intervisibility with area to the north 

With adjacent LCP: intervisibility with area to the north 

Comments: as above 

Mutual reliance with adjacent LCPs 

Visual  Functional 

Comments: the LCPs do not appear to be reliant on each other 

Settlement edge 

Pre 20thC.  20th-21stC.        

Nature of edge:     Positive    Negative Neutral  
Form of edge:          Smooth Linear Indented 



Comments: industrial estate partially mitigated by canal corridor trees but chimneys visible 

Receptors and sensitivity 

Receptors Sensitivity 

Rural residents   High  Med.  Low 
Urban residents   High  Med.  Low 
Public Rights of Way         High   Med.  Low 
Roads/rail/cycleways    High  Med.  Low 
Canal High  Med.  Low 

Comments: canal users and rural residents are the most sensitive receptors. Users of Vicarage 
Road and Straight Road also have views.  

Potential for mitigation and improvement of settlement edge 

Comments:

If the area was selected for development care would be needed to avoid or mitigate impacts on 
the canal corridor and its users, and on rural residents. Hedgerow trees, especially oaks should be 
maintained where possible.  


